
History Curriculum 
 
 
 

Intent 
 
At St Paul’s Catholic Primary School we aim to deliver a high-quality history education 
that will help pupils develop a passion for learning and gain a coherent and 
chronological knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider 
world. 
 
History is all around us; in our families with their unique backgrounds, cultures and 
traditions and in our local and wider communities. Our aim when teaching History is 
to stimulate and inspire pupil’s curiosity about the past and equip pupils to ask 
perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, create arguments and develop 
perspective and judgements, knowing why people interpret the past in different 
ways. Pupils will gain a knowledge and understanding of people, events and concepts 
from a range of historical periods, understanding how Britain has influenced and been 
influenced by the wider world. 
 
Implementation 
 
As a school within Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust, we teach a scheme of 
work designed by a transition team of our primary school staff working with subject 
specialists from our secondary schools. This means our curriculum has been designed 
to ensure clear progression, in the acquisition of knowledge and key skills, building 
on pupil’s prior learning.  
 
Our curriculum covers the National Curriculum and is underpinned by the building 
blocks of History – Threshold Concepts.  
 
Threshold Concepts are emphasised and reinforced across the history curriculum 
EYFS to KS2, with further progression streamlined into KS3. Our curriculum is 
designed to ensure concepts are systematically revisited; current learning is linked 
to previous learning to allow children to build strong historical schema within their 
long-term memories. This ensures that pupils know more and remember more as 
they move through primary school.  
 
Our threshold concepts are: 
 

Chronology This concept involves pupils understanding how to chart the 
passing of time and how some aspects of history studied were 
happening at similar times in different places. 

Communicating 
history 

This concept involves pupils using historical terms and 
vocabulary, asking and answering questions and being able to 
construct arguments and reach a conclusion. 



 
 
Each unit of work has a clear rationale and key vocabulary, building on pupil’s prior 
learning. Pupils are provided with a ‘learn it – link it’ with detailed facts about the 
unit, prior learning connected to the topic and a vocabulary bank. Assessment tasks 
towards the end of each unit give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate their 
learning. 
 
Individual lessons are planned to inspire, engage and challenge pupils. We encourage 
school visits and visitors into school to enable the children to gain first-hand 
experiences to enrich their learning and cultural capital. Our curriculum is also 
carefully planned to allow pupils to explore their own locality through local history 
units e.g. the life and achievements of Captain James Cook and George Stephenson.  
 
EYFS 
 

• Pupils can begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.  
• Pupils can talk about the past and upcoming events within their immediate 

family.  
• Pupils can talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society, 

knowing some similarities and differences between things in the past and now. 
• Pupils can compare and contrast historical figures and objects, sharing 

similarities and differences. 
 
Key Stage 1 
 
Pupils are taught about: 
 
• Changes within living memory: My family history 
• Events beyond living memory that have a national significance: Gunpowder Plot, 

Great Fire of London 
• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements: Women in History (Florence Nightingale & Mary 
Anning), Explorers (Christopher Columbus, Captain James Cook & Neil Armstrong), 
The History of Transport (Amelia Earheart & George Stephenson) 

• Some topics compare aspects of life in different periods: Women in History, 
Comparing Queens, Explorers, The History of Transport 

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality: Explorers 
(Captain James Cook) and The History of Transport (George Stephenson). 

 
Key Stage 2 
 
Pupils are taught about: 
 
• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

Investigating 
the past 

This concept involves pupils demonstrating historical enquiry 
and carrying out source analysis and interpretation. 

Thinking like a 
historian 

This concept involves pupils being able to explore continuity and 
change, cause and consequence, similarity and difference and 
the significance of people and events. 



• Ancient Egypt- the achievements of the earliest civilizations  
• The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 

western world 
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor 
• The Ancient Mayans - a non-European society that provides contrasts with British 

history  
• The Home Front WWII- the study of an aspect or theme in British history that 

extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
• The Changing Power of the Monarchy  
• Victorian Britain and the Industrial Revolution - the study of an aspect or theme in 

British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
 
Curriculum Sequence 
 

 Autumn Spring  Summer 
Nursery This is 

me 
 

My 
family 

All around 
me 

Celebrations 

Changes 
over time 

and in 
nature 

Ready, 
steady 
grow 

 My 
wonderful 

world 

Reception I’m glad 
to be me 

Autumn and 
it’s 

Awesome 
Festivals 

Not all 
superheroes 
wear capes 

 The Sun 
has got 

his hat on 

 

 

Year 1 My 
family 
History 

The 
Gunpowder 

Plot 

The 
Greatest 
Explorers 

 Comparing 
Queens 

 

Year 2  The Great 
Fire of 
London 

Women in 
History 

 The 
History of 
Transport 

 

Year 3 Ancient 
Egypt 

 Stone Age 
to Iron Age 

 Roman 
Britain 

 

Year 4 Ancient Greece  Anglo-
Saxons 

and 
Vikings 

 

Year 5 Ancient 
Maya 

 The Home Front 
WWII 

  

Year 6 The 
Changing 
Power of 

the 
Monarchy 

 Victorian Britain and 
the Industrial 

Revolution 

  

 
 
 
 



Impact 
 
When pupils leave our school, pupils will know more, remember more and understand 
more about History. They will have developed a secure knowledge and understanding 
of people, events and contexts from the historical periods covered and will have 
developed the ability to think and write like a historian. 
 
The outcomes in History books evidence a broad and balanced history curriculum and 
demonstrate the pupil’s acquisition of key knowledge. The majority of pupils will 
achieve age related expectations in History and clear progress will be evident in their 
work and in assessed tasks. Ultimately pupils will have the firm foundations in History 
and are well placed to make good progress at Key Stage 3. 
 
 
 

 


